PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP
People of God,
In this Easter Season, we remember our Lord Jesus Christ passed over from death to life, and
the Church celebrates his glorious resurrection. In our celebration, we share in his victory over
death as we hear his word and partake of his meal. Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
Amen.
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.
We bless you, Risen Christ,
that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,
like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls,
like cups of cool water shared with strangers.

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life.
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever.
Amen.

OPENING HYMN

“Crown Him with Many Crowns”

ELW 855

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together…. Gracious and glorious God,
you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful name of Christ you protect us from
evil. By your Spirit transform us and your beloved world, that we may find our joy in your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING

JOHN 17:1,6-8,15-19 (NLT)

After saying all these things, Jesus looked up to heaven and said,
6

“I have revealed your name to the ones you gave me from this world. They were always yours.

You gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything I have is
a gift from you, 8 for I have passed on to them the message you gave me. They accepted it and
know that I came from you, and they believe you sent me.
15

I’m not asking you to take them out of the world, but to keep them safe from the evil

one. 16 They do not belong to this world any more than I do. 17 Make them holy by your truth;
teach them your word, which is truth. 18 Just as you sent me into the world, I am sending them
into the world. 19 And I give myself as a holy sacrifice for them so they can be made holy by your
truth.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING

A C T S 1 : 3 , 6 - 1 4 ( T h e M e s s a ge )
3
After [Jesus'] death, he presented himself alive to [the disciples] in many different settings over
a period of forty days. In face-to-face meetings, he talked to them about things concerning the
kingdom of God.
6
When they were together for the last time they asked, “Master, are you going to restore the
kingdom to Israel now? Is this the time?”
7-8
He told them, “You don’t get to know the time. Timing is the Father’s business. What you’ll
get is the Holy Spirit. And when the Holy Spirit comes on you, you will be able to be my witnesses
in Jerusalem, all over Judea and Samaria, even to the ends of the world.”
9-11
These were his last words. As they watched, he was taken up and disappeared in a cloud.
They stood there, staring into the empty sky. Suddenly two men appeared—in white robes!
They said, “You Galileans!—why do you just stand here looking up at an empty sky? This very
Jesus who was taken up from among you to heaven will come as certainly—and mysteriously—
as he left.”
12-13
So they left the mountain called Olives and returned to Jerusalem. It was a little over half a
mile. They went to the upper room they had been using as a meeting place.
14
They agreed they were in this for good, completely together in prayer.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SERMON REFLECTION

REFLECTION HYMN

Pastor Kelly Nieman Anderson

“Son of God, Eternal Savior”

ELW 655

OFFERING PRAYER
God of Love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and
the gifts we have given and those received. Teach us to continue to be generous, giving fully of
ourselves, and sending us in service to a broken world, that we may truly be the body of Christ
in this community and beyond.
Amen.

THE APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
Pause after each prayer for a brief time of reflection.

L: Lord in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION
Blessed People of God, this isn’t my table. It’s not your table. It’s not our table. But it’s Christ’s table.
And because it’s Christ’s table all of us are welcome here. At this table, you don’t have to look a
certain way, worship a certain way, or love a certain way. You just have to come, exactly as you are,
seeking the one who is seeking you. So come, all of you, not because you must, but because you
may, and here find forgiveness, healing and wholeness for your journey.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Bless this bread and wine, along with all of us in our eating and drinking at this table, that our eyes
may be opened, that we may recognize the risen Christ in our midst, and in each other. With great
joy this morning, I proclaim in Jesus’ name that these are the gifts of God, for the people of
God. Come, for all things are ready.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Please bring out your pre-sealed communion cups at this time…they are bread & grape juice.
Or you can bring out any bread and juice/wine you have at home at this time for our meal.
And we will now share in God’s Word, Christ’s promise, and the blessings and grace of this meal.

COMMUNION HYMN

“One Bread, One Body”

ELW 496

BLESSING
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG

“He Is Exalted”

CCLI# 17827

SENDING
Go in peace, as we share the Resurrection by:
Loving Jesus, Changing Lives, and Reaching Out to Serve. Thanks be to God. Amen.

POSTLUDE
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He Is Exalted
Verse
He is exalted
The King is exalted on high
I will praise Him
He is exalted forever exalted
And I will praise His name
Chorus
He is the Lord
Forever His truth shall reign
Heaven and earth
Rejoice in His holy name
He is exalted
The King is exalted on high

CCLI Song # 17827
Twila Paris
© 1985 Mountain Spring Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
Straightway Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 506211

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
A brief silence.

Praise to you for your power revealed in the resurrection! Fill your church with the power of
your love that is stronger than death. Send us to tell the good news of Jesus wherever death
holds its grip. Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Praise to you for your life at work in the resurrection! Fill all of creation with your life and send
us forward in hope to the day when by your mercy all things in creation will be renewed and
restored. Give us, and all world leaders courage to lead all nations in compassionate care and to
assist us in the healing of all of creation. Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Praise to you for the peace made possible in the resurrection! Fill the nations with your peace.
Draw together people and leaders of all nations and languages; reveal new possibilities and
inspire new beginnings centered in peace and justice. Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection! Fill all in need with hope: be with those who are
continuing to administer the COVID vaccines, those who are struggling, those who are dying –
and those who grieve. We pray today for those in our congregation and beyond who need your
healing spirit upon them; Skip, Gene, Rayann, Scott, Pastor Kara, Mark & Nancy, Bill, Don, Sandy,
Earl, Sandy, Jim, Kit, Mel, Jacki, Julie and Shirley.
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Praise to you for your faithfulness revealed in the resurrection! Fill us with trust, that we join
with all the saints who have gone before us in proclaiming: “your mercy endures forever!” We
especially lift in prayer the Christiansen family as they mourn the loss of Jack.
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

