
P R E L U D E  

W E L C O M E  &  A N N O U C E M E N T S  

CALL TO WORSHIP 

People of God,  

In this Easter Season, we remember our Lord Jesus Christ passed over from death to life, and 

the Church celebrates his glorious resurrection. In our celebration, we share in his victory over 

death as we hear his word and partake of his meal.  Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us 

birth, our light and our salvation. 

Amen. 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
 

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, 

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
 

We bless you, Risen Christ,  

that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 

like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, 

like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
 



Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
 

Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. 
 

To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

OPENING HYMN                        “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”                              ELW 389 

P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Let us pray together…. O God, 

you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his 

resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen. 

FIRST READING                                 JOHN 15:1-8 

On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have with him. Those who abide 

in his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do nothing. 

 

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch 

in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 
3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I 

abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither 

can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me 

and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not 

abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown 

into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you 

wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and 

become my disciples.” 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 



SECOND READING                              ACTS 8 :26-40  

Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African home after having been to 
Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to him. Upon coming to faith in Jesus, he is 
baptized by Philip. 
 
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an 
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire 
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, 
he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join 
it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he 
invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading 
was this: 
 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
   so he does not open his mouth. 
 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
  Who can describe his generation? 
   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself 
or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he 
proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to 
some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being 
baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went 
down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of 
the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But 
Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good 
news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SERMON REFLECTION                    Pastor Kelly Nieman Anderson 

R E F L E C T I O N  H Y M N                     “We Know That Christ Is Raised”                              ELW 449 

O F F E R I N G  P R A Y E R  

God of Love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and 

the gifts we have given and those received. Teach us to continue to be generous, giving fully of 

ourselves, and sending us in service to a broken world, that we may truly be the body of Christ 

in this community and beyond.   

Amen. 



THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

P R A Y E R S  O F  T H E  P E O P L E  

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 

promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

Pause after each prayer for a brief time of reflection. 

L: Lord in your mercy,  C: Hear our prayer. 
 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 

goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  H O L Y  C O M M U N I O N  
 

Blessed People of God, this isn’t my table. It’s not your table. It’s not our table. But it’s Christ’s 

table. And because it’s Christ’s table all of us are welcome here. At this table, you don’t have to 

look a certain way. You don’t have to worship a certain way, look a certain way, or love a certain 

way. You just have to come, exactly as you are, seeking the one who is seeking you. So come, all 

of you, not because you must, but because you may, and here find forgiveness, healing 

and wholeness for your journey.  
  



And so, we remember that on the morning of Jesus’ resurrection, the women went to his tomb 

and they were greeted by a great earthquake that rolled away the stone and an Angel of the Lord 

with the message that the tomb was empty. There, the women remembered Jesus’ words, 

that: “the Son of man must be crucified and on the third day be raised again.” And so, this 

morning, we remember the story of Jesus’ resurrection and the story leading up to it. And 

remembering this story, we gather around this table, and we break bread and share wine, and we 

are made whole, and we give thanks that everything Jesus did was for love and for us. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you   

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Bless this bread and wine, along with all of us in our eating and drinking at this table, that our eyes 

may be opened, that we may recognize the risen Christ in our midst, and in each other.  With 

great joy this morning, I proclaim in Jesus’ name that these are the gifts of God, for the people of 

God. Come, for all things are ready.  

Amen. 

L O R D ’ S  P R A Y E R  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 Please bring out your pre-sealed communion cups at this time…they are bread & grape juice. 

Or you can bring out any bread and juice/wine you have at home at this time for our meal. 

And we will now share in God’s Word, Christ’s promise, and the blessings and grace of this meal. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN                             “I Received the Living God”                            ELW 477     



B L E S S I N G  

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

SENDING SONG                                 “Go Make Disciples”                                 CCLI# 659058 

S E N D I N G  

Go in peace, as we share the Resurrection by: 

Loving Jesus, Changing Lives, and Reaching Out to Serve. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

P O S T L U D E  

 

 

 

We look forward to you and/or your family joining us next week for Worship: 

6th Sunday after Easter  

9:30am Online Worship 

10:00am In Person Worship 
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Go Make Disciples 

Chorus 

Go make disciples 
Baptising them teaching them 

Go make disciples 
For I am with you 'til the end of time 

Go be the salt of the earth 
Go be the light for the world 

Go be a city on a hill 
So all can see that you're serving Me 

Ending 

Go make disciples 

CCLI Song # 659058 

Handt Hanson 

© 1991 Changing Church Forum, Inc. 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 506211 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/


PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 

promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Praise to you for your power revealed in the resurrection! Fill your church with the power of 

your love that is stronger than death. Send us to tell the good news of Jesus wherever death 

holds its grip. Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

Praise to you for your life at work in the resurrection! Fill all of creation with your life and send 

us forward in hope to the day when by your mercy all things in your creation will be renewed 

and restored. Give us, and all world leaders courage to lead all nations in compassionate care 

and to assist us in the healing of all of creation. Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

Praise to you for the peace made possible in the resurrection! Fill the nations with your peace. 

Draw together people and leaders of all nations and languages; reveal new possibilities and 

inspire new beginnings centered in peace and justice. Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection! Fill all in need with hope: be with those who are 

continuing to administer the COVID vaccines, those who are struggling, those who are dying –

and those who grieve. We pray today for those in our congregation and beyond who need 

your healing spirit upon them; Jack, Robert, John, Carrie, Gene, Larry, Rayann, Scott, Pastor 

Kara, Betty, Joyce, Mark & Nancy, Bill, Don, Sandy, Earl & Hazel, Sandy, Jim, Kit, Mel, Jacki, 

Julie and Shirley. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

Praise to you for your faithfulness revealed in the resurrection! Fill us with trust, that we join 

with all the saints who have gone before us in proclaiming: “your mercy endures forever!”  

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 

goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 


