PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUCEMENTS
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who was in the beginning, who makes a dwelling among
us, who covers us with justice and mercy. Amen.
Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another,
God of goodness and lovingkindness, we confess that we have sinned against you and our
neighbors. We have turned away from your invitation to new life. We have turned away from
the lowly and downtrodden. In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, those we know and
those known only to you, for the sake of the one who came to live among us, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Hear the good news of peace and salvation! God forgives us all our sins, not through our own
work, but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people. With all who come to the manger,
rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

“Joy to the World”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together….All-powerful and unseen God,

the coming of your light into our world has brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us
out of darkness, and empower us to proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

THE GOSPEL STORY

LUKE 2:1-20

CHRISTMAS REFLECTION
REFLECTION HYMN

Pastor Kelly Nieman Anderson
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
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CHRISTMAS CREED
Let us confess our faith with the words of the Christmas Creed.
I believe in God who loves us and came to us in human form.
I believe in Jesus, the Son of God, born in Bethlehem,
for me and for the world.
I believe in the one who the rulers of the earth ignored
and the proud could never understand;
whose life was among common people,
whose welcome came from persons with hungry hearts.
I believe in the one whose cradle was a mother’s arms,
who looked at persons and made them see what God’s love saw in them,
who by love brought sinners back to purity,
and lifted human weakness up to meet the strength of God.
I believe in the one whose spirit glorified a little town
and whose spirit still brings music to persons all over the world.
I believe in the power of God to bring hope, peace, love, and joy to all the world.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.
Pause after each prayer for a brief time of reflection.

L: Lord in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to
you, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

( F r o m D i s ru p t W o r s h i p P ro j e c t )

Creator, from the beginning of time you have been with us.
You save us again and again, from ourselves. From our hatred of others.
From our challenges of judging others and ourselves.
You created us as whole beings, minds, bodies, and souls, to be connected together.
You bring us prophets to point the way, to call us in, to call us toward love and life.
And yet, we turn away.
In the creative darkness, in the beginning of time, the depth of Mary’s womb,
you knit together a real human body that comes from another body.
You were a baby. We hear your cries.
In the incarnation, in becoming human, you know what it is to hurt.
To cry out for justice from a body that was tortured.
The pain of oppression.
Of those who think they get to define who counts as human.
And yet, you gave yourself to us.
You gave your own body and blood to heal us,
to bring us closer to ourselves, and one another.
To heal the broken connections, within, without,
and between our whole beings.
In this meal, you connect your body to ours.
As the story about you is told:

THE WORD’S OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

SHARING IN HOLY COMMUNION

HYMN

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his hope, love, joy
& peace. Amen.

BLESSING
Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels,
sent the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star,
bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh. Amen.

SENDING SONG
SENDING

“Go Tell It on the Mountain”
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( P a r t l y f r o m D i s r u p t W o r s h i p P ro j e c t )

Go like the shepherds to see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us. As we share the Resurrection by:
Loving Jesus, Changing Lives, and Reaching Out to Serve. Amen.

POSTLUDE
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.
A brief silence.
The shepherds sing, “Jesus Christ is born!” Let your church throughout the world proclaim this
good news, over the hills and everywhere. Unite the voices of all your faithful people in songs
of praise and rejoicing. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
The angels sing, “Peace on earth!” Come quickly to still the strife of this world. Hush the noise
of war and violence in all the places of unrest. Inspire leaders of all nations to seek lasting peace
and sustainable provisions for all those in their care. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heaven and nature sing, “Joy to the world!” Give respite to the doctors, nurses, CNAs and so
many more that care for those who are struggling with COVID. We also give thanks for your Holy
Spirit that has empowered those who have worked tirelessly on multiple COVID vaccines which
are starting to be available in our world. Continue to be with all of us as we gather as safely as
possible during this Christmas and New Year season, shower us with the spirit of hope, peace,
love and joy. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Mary sings melodies of comfort to her newborn child. Bring rest and reassurance to those facing
struggles this night, those without homes, and those without food. Console those who lie awake
due to pain, anxiety or depression. Heal those who are sick in body or spirit…….especially……….
Mitch, Roy, Doris, Pastor Bill & Family, Cindy, Nancy, Tom, Barb, Betty, Joyce, Mark, Bill, Don,
Sandy, Earl & Hazel, Sandy, Jim, Kit, Mel, Jacki, Julie, and Shirley.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We give thanks for the life and witness of those who have gone before us, those whose names
we know and those whose names are known only to you. Send your comfort, peace and
presence to family members who are struggling with grief and sorrow, especially during this
holiday season. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to
you, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

