PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS (Written by Sem. Kayla Sadowy and The Rev. Carla Christopher Wilson)
Jesus, who comes as new birth,
we have prepared for you
with comfortable traditions and humble requests.
We have remembered your birth as if it was a past act
and not the bold declaration of a living God.

We have rested in the safer hope of your work,
struggling with our call as co-creators of the Beloved Community,
hurting your children with our ill-informed action and comfort-catering inaction
All this we humbly confess together……

Help us remember in this season of anticipation
that we prepare not only for you, but because of you.
Challenge us to examine our intentions, and to hold sacred both the act of preparing,
and the transforming justice love of the one who comes. Amen.

GATHERING SONG

“Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn vs. 1 & 4”
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ADVENT PRAYER
Let us pray together,
We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.
As we light the first candle on this wreath with hope, rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to
greet our Lord when he comes with all the saints and angels. Enlighten us with your grace, and prepare
our hearts to welcome him. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose
day draws near. Amen.

ADVENT SONG

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus vs. 1”
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Psalm 80
Prayer for Israel’s Restoration
1

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel you who lead Joseph like a flock!
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth
2
before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh.
Stir up your might, and come to save us!
3
Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.
4
O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers?
5
You have fed them with the bread of tears, and given them tears to drink in full measure.
6
You make us the scorn of our neighbors; our enemies laugh among themselves.
7
Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.

Gospel: Luke 1:26-45
26In

the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the
angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be
holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived
a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible
with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your
word.” Then the angel departed from her. 39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a
Judean town in the hill country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted
Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord
comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for
joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her
by the Lord.” The Gospel of Our Lord, Thanks be to God.

REFLECTION

To Hold Hope

GOSPEL SONG

“The Goodness of God”

Pastor Karen Pahl
CCLI# 7117726

THE APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our
prayers for everyone in need.
Pause after each prayer for a brief time of reflection.
L: Lord in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION (9:30am Online & 10am Drive-In)
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against
us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the

glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
May you find time for rest this season
May you create space to wait & prepare
May the Lord our God fill you with hope, peace, joy & love
May Jesus Christ be ever present in your heart
May the Holy Spirit illuminate your way. Amen.

SENDING SONG

“People, Look East vs. 1 & 3”
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SENDING
Go in peace,
as we share the Resurrection by:
Loving Jesus, Changing Lives, and Reaching Out to Serve. Thanks be to God!
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Goodness of God
Verse 1
I love You Lord
Oh Your mercy never fails me
All my days
I've been held in Your hands
From the moment that I wake up
Until I lay my head
I will sing of the goodness of God
Chorus
All my life You have been faithful
All my life You have been so so good
With every breath that I am able
I will sing of the goodness of God
Verse 2
I love Your voice
You have led me through the fire
In darkest night
You are close like no other
I've known You as a father
I've known You as a friend
I have lived in the goodness of God
Bridge
Your goodness is running after
It’s running after me
Your goodness is running after
It’s running after me
With my life laid down
I’m surrendered now
I give You everything
Your goodness is running after
It's running after me
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our
prayers for everyone in need.
A brief silence.
We pray for the ministry we share in Christ’s name. Open our hearts to your call for justice, peace, and
healing. Attune us to the needs of your church and the world as you draw near.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated habitats, polluted waters, thawing ice,
blazing fires, swelling floods, and long-lasting droughts. Renew the face of the earth and our
relationship to it. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for people who are facing shortages or in crisis as the seasons change: especially for those
without homes facing severe weather, for those who are unemployed or underemployed, and for those
in poverty or facing food insecurity. Relieve their burdens, sustain their bodies, and ease their minds.
We lift in prayer Racine County Food Shelf, Living Faith Food Pantry and Holy Communion Food Pantry
that serve the people in our community. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for all people who care for others in our community and around the world. Fill them with
compassion and the power to respond with justice for those who are oppressed, with welcome for
those who are excluded, and with relief for those who suffer. Send your healing spirit upon those we
lift in prayer today….Cindy, Nancy, Tom, Paul, Phyllis, Bill & Carmen, Barb, Betty, Joyce, Mark, Adele,
Bill, Don, Sandy, Earl & Hazel, Sandy, Jim, Kit, Mel, Jacki, Julie, Shirley, and Joe with the loss of his
grandfather to COVID and the Bosco family in the loss of 4 family members due to COVID and an
additional family member who still remains in the hospital. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the members of our congregation as they continue to prayerfully consider their giving
commitments towards our 2021 ministry and mission budget. We give thanks for all that God has
provided and we are thankful for all the abundance the members of LCR have given to sustain our
mission in Racine and beyond. May we be blessed in this coming year and into the future to share the
Good News of Jesus and to continue to reach out to our neighbors.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while waiting for justice, peace, or healing,
those whose names we know and those whose names are known only to you. Sustain all who still yearn
for the completion of your redeeming work.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

